First report of septicaemic melioidosis in Hong Kong.
Septicaemia due to Pseudomonas pseudomallei was found in five patients; it complicated pneumonia in three. Four patients were old and had diabetes mellitus; the fifth patient, though young, was immunocompromised by steroid therapy. The clinical features were indistinguishable from those of other Gram-negative septicaemia. Four of the patients died. This was the first report of septicaemic melioidosis in Hong Kong where the disease might be endemic. Soil sampling and serological survey gave further supporting evidence. Early treatment using a bactericidal anti-Pseudomonal cephalosporin, such as ceftazidime, was suggested for this life-threatening infection.